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The Three Fields of Capitalist Power Control and Its Transformation

in Western Marxist Social Critical Theory

Yan Fangjie
(College of Humanities, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241)
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[ Abstract] In Western Marxists” view, the control logic of capitalism continues to strengthen in
a different way from the tradition. Production process, daily life, unconscious, constitute the
three majorfields where capitalism power operates. In the first field, the way to implement power
is “rationalization of production organization”, and the tool is “materialization consciousness”, In
the second field, the way to implement power is“consumption controlling”, and the tools are
“false demand”, “mass media” and “symbol system”. In the third field, the way to implement

” and“spectacle”. The

power is to eliminating the meaning, the tools are “seduce”, “nothingness’
three fields appear before and after, but they don’t substitute for oneanother. The three fields

opened the new research paradigm of capitalist micro-political philosophy.
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